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directly on His Highness, making clearly visible to the
.assembled masses of his subjects their Maharaja, a blaze
of jewels on his gold and silver throne.

An interesting description of an evening durbar in the
Mysore palace, in 1822, is given by the Rev. E. Hoole,
who was present and greatly * impressed by the splendour
and magnificence'.

'I hastened', he says, 'to the Residency at Mysore,
and joined the party of ladies and gentlemen already
assembled there. . . . H.H. the Rajah's carriages, accom-
panied by elephants carrying immense tom-toms, and
by numberless torch-bearers, were in readiness at the door
to convey us to the palace.

* The darkness of the night, relieved by the light of the
flambeaux, the sound of the music and tom-toms, and the
firing of guns increased the imposing effect of the pro-
cession. We found the native military drawn up in front
of the palace; a great number of elephants and hosts
of dancing-women and of officers peculiar to Hindoo
courts.

'We were conducted upstairs to the gallery of a large
apartment, opening with its full width to the area in front
and crowded with native attendants and visitors. In the
centre of the gallery we found His Highness Kistnah
Rajah Oodiaver, seated on his musnud, or throne, a square
couch of about two feet in height: he is a good-looking
man and appeared to be about 30 years of age.

'The British visitors, both ladies and gentlemen, were
successively presented by the Resident, Mr. Cole, to His
Highness, and shook hands with him, a ceremony which
he performed in a hearty, good-humoured manner; and
then, taking our seats on chairs placed near the musnud^

we gazed on the splendour around and in the court below,
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